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Applicant's or agent's file reference 


nVIPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


International application No. 

PCT/JP03 / 11485 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

09.09.2003 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

19.09.2002 


Applicant 

CANON ICABUSHIKI KAISHA 



1 . The applicant is hereby notified that this International Prehminary Examining Authority transmits herewith the international 
preliminary report on patentability and its annexes, if any, established on the international application. 

2. A copy of the report and its annexes, if any, is being transmitted to the International Bureau for communication to all the elected 
Offices. 

3. Where required by any of the elected Offices, the International Bureau will prepare an English translation of the report (but not 
of any annexes) and will transmit such translation to those Offices. 

4. REMINDER 

The applicant must enter the national phase before each elected Office by performing certain acts (filing translations and paying 
national fees) within 30 months Irom the priority date (or later in some Offices) (Article 39(1)) (see also the reminder sent by the 
International Bureau with Form PCT/IB/301). 

Where a translation of the international application must be fiimished to an elected Office, that translation must contain a translation 
of any annexes to the international preliminary examination report. It is the applicant's responsibility to prepare and furnish such 
translation directly to each elected Office concerned. 

For further details on the applicable time limits and requirements of the elected Offices, see Volume n of ^qPCT Applicant 's Guide. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to Article 33(5), which provides that the criteria of novelty, inventive step and industrial 
applicability described in Article 33(2) to (4) merely serve the purposes of international preliminary examination and that "any 
Contracting State may apply additional or different criteria for the purposes of deciding whether, in that State, the claimed invention 
is patentable or not" (see also Article 27(5)). Such additional criteria may relate, for example, to exemptions fi-om patentability, 
requirements for enabling disclosure, clarity and support for the claims. 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 

Japan Patent Office 

3-4-3, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8915, Japan 



4P 



Authorized officer 

Commissioner of the Patent Office 

Telephone No. +81-3-3581-1101 Ext. 3490 



8213 



Form PCT/IPEA/416 (January 2004) 



ATTENTIONS 

1 . Demand for copy of documents 

Copy of the documents described in the intemational preliminary examination report 
and not described in the intemational search report. 

An applicant can request the copy of these cited documents to the Japan Patent 
Office, however. National Center for Industrial Property Information (Japan Patent Office 
building 2nd floor) handles inspection and copying of official gazettes and copying of other 
document etc. 

[Contact and Reference] 

National Center for Industrial Property Information 
T 100-0013 

3-4-3 Kasumigaseki Chiyoda-kn Tokyo 
(Japan Patent Office building 2nd floor) 
(Official gazettes) Industrial Property Information Reference Department 

TEL: 03-3581-1 101 Ext. 381 1,3812 
(Others) Industrial Property Reference Materials Department 
TEL: 03-3581-1 101 Ext 3831,3832,3833 
Japan Patent Information Organization also services sales of the copy of these 
cited documents. Those who request copying of the cited documents should pay attention 
to the following points. 
[Application Method] 

(1) As for Patent (Utility Model, Design) Gazette, the following points shall be 

defined clearly. 
O Types of patent, utility niodel, and design 

O Fiscal year and number of publication of application or publication of 

unexamined application (or patent number, registration number) 
O Necessary number of paper sheets 
(2) As for documents except for the gazette, the following points are required 
attention. 

O Be sure to attach the copy of the intemational preliminary examination 

report (which shall be retumed). 
[Application and Reference] 
T 135-0016 

4-1-7 Toyo Koto-ku, Tokyo 

Sato Daiya Building 

Foundation of Japan Patent Information Organization 
Information Processing Department 
Copy Service section 
TEL: 03-3508-2313 
Note) The period for requesting the copy of the documents to Japanese Patent 
Office is set to 7 years from the intemational application date. 

2. It is necessary to submit the copy of intemational application (except for cases of 
already transmitted from the Intemational Bureau) and its prescribed translation, and 
to pay the national fee. Respective countries set different periods so as to be required 
attention. (See Treaty Article 22, Article 39, and Article 64 (2) (a) (i)) 



